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DECODING CONNERLY:
Ward Connerly Research Fact Sheet

Ward Connerly is an African-American Republican based in
California who has for years toured the country proposing, and
often successfully enacting, anti-equal opportunity ballot initiatives
in numerous states.

e Connerly claims he wants to live in a color-blind society,
yet welcomes the support of the white supremacist Ku
Klux Klan, saying “If the Ku Klux Klan thinks that equality is
right, God bless them. Thank them for finally reaching the point
where logic and reason are being applied instead of hate.”?

e Connerly’s campaigns deceptively employ civil rights
language. He calls his proposals “civil rights” initiatives, when
they are the opposite. He invokes the language and metaphors of
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King to persuade people to sign onto his
anti-equal opportunity initiatives.?

e Connerly goes to extremes. In 2003 he tried to do away with
California’s collection of health data and other statistics essential to
monitoring racial disparities. His proposition, the Racial Privacy
Initiative,s failed. Of the $1.7 million in donations for that
campaign, $1.4 million came from six right-wing, extremist
donors.4

e Connerly breaks the law. The California Racial Privacy
Initiative was funded through the American Civil Rights Coalition
(ACRC), a Connerly-run nonprofit organization. The state of
California sued and fined ACRC for violating campaign finance
laws. Connerly admitted violating the law and paid a hefty
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fine. He later tried to skirt financial disclosure rules again, in
Michigan in 2006.5

e Connerly engages in fraud and unethical tactics. Connerly
has a history of lying and using dicey tactics to obtain the required
signatures for his anti-equal opportunity petitions. In 2006,
hundreds of Michigan citizens testified in federal district
court and before the state’s Civil Rights Commission that
Connerly’s petition circulators lied and misled them. For
example, one of Connerly’s circulators listed the local NAACP
president as a supporter of Connerly’s initiative, though she wasn’t.6

e Connerly’s a hypocrite. Connerly made a profit through
his business from the very laws/programs he has sought to
repeal. Connerly & Associates (started in 1973 by Connerly and his
wife) reported about $1.2 million in sales in 1994. However, fifteen
companies that hired the company in the 1990’s told grant
regulators that they had hired a minority and woman-owned
business to comply with affirmative action laws.’

e Connerly is getting rich. Connerly has parlayed his anti-
civil rights campaigns into a lucrative business. In 2006
alone, Connerly took home $1.6 million in salary and speaking fees
of the $2.4 million ACRC and the related American Civil Rights
Institute (ACRI) raised that year.8
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